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9. ROUTE TO THE HILLS 

 
 

Background 1. 'Route to the Hills' is the name given to the project that 
seeks to create a route between Great Malvern and the 
Hills.  It has long been known that, though the Malvern Hills 
attract many visitors, few of them make it to the town itself. 
Increasing the number that do so is likely to benefit local 
businesses. In 2001 the Malvern Hills AONB Unit ran a 
project entitled 'Realising the Value of the Hills', which tried 
to address this issue. It resulted in sign boards at the 
railway stations showing the route to the hills, a visitor 
newspaper and an improved Hills Hopper bus service. The 
missing component was the route through the town to the 
hills which 'Route to the Hills' addresses.  

 

Summary 
 

2. Malvern Hills District Council successfully led a partnership 
of local interest groups that applied to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF) for a development grant for the project in 2013. 
The subsequent request for the delivery grant of c. 
£482,000 was submitted this summer and HLF's decision 
will be known in early December 2014. 

 
3. The Malvern Hills AONB Unit has been involved with this 

project from the start and has provided some matched 
funding (£2,000) and staff time on the Project Management 
Board. Should the request for a delivery grant be 
successful, it is intended that more staff time will be 
allocated to the Project Board. 

 
4. The details of the project will be available at 

http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/route-to-the-hills. In 
summary, the project will: 

 

 Last for 3 years. 

 Employ a Learning and Community Engagement 
Officer. 

 'Create' and promote a route from Great Malvern 
railway station to above Belle Vue Terrace. 

 Tell the story of Great Malvern through the use of 
panels, audio and street art and architecture. 

 Produce town trails for young people, educational 
resources for local schools and run regular talks and 
tours of the route. 

 
  

Recommendation 5. The Committee is recommended to: 

http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/route-to-the-hills


 
Further Information on the subject of this report is available from Paul Esrich 
: on 01684 560616 
 

  
a) Discuss the 'Route to the Hills' concept and 

project. 
 

b) Express support for the project and the 
continued engagement of the Malvern Hills 
AONB Unit in it, should the request for delivery 
funding be successful. 

 

  
 
  
 


